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Plans for Field Laboratory Service 


In the 1926 and 1927 packing seasons, the bacteriological 
field laboratory made studies of causes leading to a number of 
outbreaks of spoilage in peas and corn. Several spoilage con- 
ditions were defined. In some cases remedial measures were 
effective in substantially eliminating contamination and in others 
they were efficient in keeping contamination to a low level. The 
outstanding results of these studies have been disseminated 
through the usual channels of information. 

The plan is now modified somewhat to apply such experi- 
ence as has been gained on as large a scale as possible. Toward 
this end a truck will be equipped as a field laboratory. This will 
permit greater territory coverage than would otherwise be pos- 
sible. 

According to the present plan, the truck laboratory will lo- 
cate at various member canneries which are centrally located in 
the different canning sections. Samples for examination will be 
taken from surrounding plants on two or three packing days. 
Where contamination is found to be high, as much time as is 
necessary will be spent in tracing its source. 

Work for the coming season will start in Wisconsin and 
will continue there during the pea pack. Following this, it is 
intended to work through Minnesota and into Iowa during the 
corn pack. An attempt will be made to follow the pack in such 
a way as to get into the different canning sections as soon as 
possible after the pack opens. 
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It is not now possible to state the number of plants it will 
be possible to survey under this arrangement. Climatic and 
road conditions will play an important part in this. Under any 
circumstances, it will probably not be possible to take in all out- 
lying canneries which are at great distances from the main can- 
ning sections, although every effort will be made to do this. 


Any member canner of corn and peas in any of the three 
states mentioned who has experienced spoilage from understeril- 
ization in the last two or three years, or, who has not had spoil- 
age but wishes to have contamination tests made in his plant, 
should inform the Research Laboratory to that effect as soon as 
possible. This will materially aid in making a schedule which 
will prevent the omission of canning plants in which there is 
urgent need for work toward the prevention of spoilage. 


Business Conditions 


Measured by figures covering check payments, the dollar 
volume of business during the week ended April 28 was larger 
than in either the previous week or the corresponding week of 
last year, according to the weekly statement of the Department 
of Commerce. The general level of wholesale prices averaged 
higher than in either the previous week or the corresponding 
week in 1927, reaching a point only slightly below the 1926 aver- 
age. 

Loans and discounts of Federal Reserve member banks re- 
ceded slightly from the preceding week, but were substantially 
higher than a year ago. Loans to brokers and dealers by Fed- 
eral Reserve banks in New York City reached a new high record. 
Call-money rates averaged higher than in either prior period, 
while time-money rates, showing no change from the preceding 
week, were also higher than a year ago. 

There were fewer business failures than in either the previ- 
ous week or the corresponding week last year. 


CAR LOADINGS 
Merchandise 


Total Miscellaneous and L.C.L, 


Week ended April 28. 944,604 384,469 
Preceding week .. 912,377 370,000 
Corresponding wee “k, 1927 960,545 373,409 
Corresponding week, 1926 973,158 569,348 263, 521 340, 289 


Wholesale and Retail Trade in March 
Sales of wholesale firms in the nine lines of trade included in 
the Federal Reserve Board’s index of wholesale distribution were 


seasonally larger in March than in February, but the increase 
was not so large as is usual at that season. Compared with 


Other 
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March of last year, sales averaged about 3 per cent smaller, with 
declines in all lines except groceries, meats, and drugs. Grocery 
sales increased 2.2 per cent. 


For the first three months of the year as a whole, sales 
showed more tnan the customary seasonal increase from the pre- 
ceding quarter and averaged approximately the same as in the 
first three months of last year. 


Stocks of merchandise carried by reporting wholesale firms 
averaged about the same at the end of March as in February. 
Compared with March a year ago inventories were slightly larger 
in nearly all lines except groceries. 


Changes in sales and stocks of wholesale grocers, by dis- 
tricts, are shown in the following table (increase or decrease 
(-) per cent) : 


Bales: March, 1928, Stocks: March, 1928, 
compared compared with— 
District February, 


United States 
Boston . 
New York 
Philadelphia 
‘leveland 
Richmond 
Atlinta 
Chicago 

tt. Louis 
Minneapolis 
Dallas 


Retail sales of department stores, mail order houses, and 
chain stores were seasonally larger in March than in February, 
but the increase was no larger than customary. Compared with 
March of last year sales of department stores and chain stores 
were larger and those of mail order houses were in about the 
same volume. The date of Easter was earlier and more of the 
retail purchasing that ordinarily occurs at that season was done 
in March of this year than in the same month of 1927. 


For the first quarter of the year as a whole, retail sales of 
these stores were generally larger than in the first quarter of 
1927, reflecting in part the extra day in February and the earlier 
date in Easter. 

As compared with March, 1927, sales of grocery chain 
stores (34 companies) increased 20.3 per cent. During the first 
quarter of 1928 the sales increased 23.9 per cent as compared 
with the first quarter of 1928. The number of stores reporting 
in March, 1928, was 28,865, as compared with 27,753 in 1927. 


1928 1927 1928 1927 
12.1 2.2 1 —3.4 
—5.1 8 —10.3 
12.6 —1.0 0 0.9 
3.8 —4.2 0 4.7 
0.3 14 —2 3.1 
59 —0.3 —1.4 
7.4 -3.8 6.9 
10.4 
28.8 21.5 « 
13.0 2.0 —6."" 
15.8 3.9 -- 6.1 
7,6 10.7 
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Truck Crop Markets 


Total forwardings of 25 fruits and vegetables increased only 
slightly during the week ended April 28, according to the 
Market News Service of the Department of Agriculture, amount- 
ing to 15,800 cars, with potatoes, oranges and lettuce leading. 
Heavy crops of sweet cherries are indicated in California and 
the Pacific Northwest. Apple shipments from the West have 
been heavier than a year ago. Prices of strawberries and cab- 
bage were well maintained. Virginia is now the principal source 
of spinach; about half of last week's 300 cars originated in Vir- 
ginia though Maryland and Arkansas were also active. Aspara- 
gus movement decreased further, Washington being the only 
State showing an increase; prices were mostly firm to higher. 
Tomato shipments declined. First shipments of tomatoes were 
reported in southern Texas and the Imperial Valley. Movement 
of Florida string beans and cucumbers was heavy. Shipments 
of green peas were very active in South Carolina, also in Missis- 
sippi and California. California has a spring carrot crop 
amounting to 1,320,000 bushels compared with 1,064,000 bushels 
last year. Louisiana crop is sharply reduced to 1,370,000 
bushels. Mississippi has about 413,000, and North Carolina 
90,000. 


CARLOT SHIPMENTS 


April April April Total this Totallast Total 
2°.°R 18-1 24-20 sevsonto seasonto last 


1928 1928 1927 April 28 April 30 season 
Apples, total 60% 570 90,042 190,607 183,846 
407 379 46,645 52,900 54,371 


1927 season ......++.. 80 46 (a) 6,417 (a) 4,252 
TD os006000¢000000000000 229 160 150 1,312 1,297 4,189 
Mixed vegetables: 

Domestic shipments. .1,140 1,156 897 13,389 13,356 35,082 

12 6 186 299 


Pepners: 
Phomentic shipments... 7 92 47 1,381 R49 2,749 
7 685 


Strawberries 


Sweet potatoes ......... 228 302 323 22,022 23,4 
Tomatoes: 
Domestic shipments... 747 591 1,209 3,630 6,271 32,501 
TMPOrts 279 381 240 4,603 5,136 5,426 


(a) Unavailable 


Farm Prices 


High prices of all farm products except dairy and poultry 
products during the period March 15 to April 15 raised the index 


Asparagus, total ...... 262 273 201 1,930 1,961 2,145 
134 117 1,487 824 1,147 
361 139 443 537 998 
Cabbage: 
19°S season 13 868 9,360 10,581 38,764 
1927 season .......... 74 130 3 38,764 40,519 40,522 
Carrots 
po 206 (a) 3,405 (a) 6,417 
09 
14 0 17.893 
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of the general level of farm prices from 137 per cent, to 140 
per cent of the pre-war level, according to the Bureau of Agri- 
cultural Economics. At 140 the index is 15 points above the 
index of a year ago. 


Truck Crop Prospects 

Cabbage.—According to a preliminary estimate by the Bu- 
reau of Agricultural economics, issued May 5, the cabbage acre- 
age in intermediate states is 22,980 acres, as compared with 
21,730 acres in 1927. The Bureau had previously estimated the 
acreage in fall, early and second early states as 53,550 acres, 
compared with 56,750 acres in 1927, making the total estimated 
acreage thus far reported 76,530 acres, as compared with 78,480 
in 1927. 

Cucumbers.—Cucumber acreage in the second early states, 
according to a preliminary estimate, is 7,960 acres, compared 
with 7,750 in 1927. In the early stctes, as previously reported, 
the acreage is 24,440, as compared with 24,600 in 1927. The in- 
tended acreage in intermediate states is placed at 5,930 acres, 
compared with 5,380 in 1927. These estimates together indi- 
cate a total of 38,330 acres for the early, second early, and in- 
termediate states, against 37,730 in 1927. 

Tomatoes.—Tomato acreage in the second early states, ac- 
cording to a preliminary estimate, is 3,530 acres, compared with 
28,980 in 1927. Combined with the previously reported acre- 
age in the early states, this gives a total, for the early and sec- 
ond early states, of 71,960 acres in 1928, compared with 66,480 
in 1927. 


Weather and Crops 

The week ended May first, as a whole, was abnormally cool 
over the eastern half of the country and considerably warmer 
than normal over most of the western half, according to the 
Weather Bureau’s weekly report. Precipitation was substantial 
to heavy, or excessive, in most of the Atlantic Coast states, and 
was moderately heavy in some central Gulf districts. In the 
Pacific Northwest and elsewhere, precipitation was generally 
light. 

Very little farm work was possible in northeastern parts of 
the country, but considerable was accomplished in the interior 
valleys, particularly in the upper Mississippi Valley, during the 
latter part of the week. Over the western half of the country 
conditions were much more favorable and both vegetable and 
field operations made favorable advance in most districts. 
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Tfuck is backward in most southern portions, with some loss 
by floods in Florida; progress and conditions were fair in some 
central Gulf districts, while but little advance was made in more 
northern states. Some further injury to fruit was reported from 
parts of the Ohio Valley, and Middle Atlantic States; but in the 
main peach section of the southeast no damage was indicated. 
Strawberries were mostly doing well. Oranges were blooming 
heavily in California, with fruit beginning to set. 


Pending Legislation 


Bureau of Fisheries.—Representative White, who intro- 
duced the bill (H. R. 13151) providing for a five-year construc- 
tion and maintenance program for the U. S. Bureau of Fish- 
eries, has introduced a new bill (H. R. 13383) for the same pur- 
pose, embodying various changes. The new bill provides an ap- 
propriation of $100,000 for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 
1928, for the maintenance, costs, and personnel for the Division 
of Fish Culture, this amount to be increased by $100,000 for 
each of the following four fiscal years, the amount for the year 
beginning July 1, 1932, being $500,000. 

For the Division of Inquiry an appropriation of $50,000 
would be made for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1928, which 
would be increased by $50,000 in each of the following four 
years; and for the Division of Fishery Industries, an appro- 
priation of $35,000 for the year beginning July 1, 1928, increased 
by $35,000 for each of the following four years. In each case 
the bill stipulates the proportions of these appropriations to be 
expended for salaries at the seat of government and elsewhere. 

Farm Relief.—The House on May 3 passed the agricultural 
surplus control bill (S. 3555) retaining the provision for the 
equalization fee. 

Decennial Census.—The bill (H. R. 393) providing for the 
fifteenth decennial census has been reported by the House Com- 
mittee on Census. It provides for a census of population, agri- 
culture, irrigation, drainage, and mines; reenacts the laws pro- 
viding for a census of agriculture every five years, and a census 
of manufactures every second year; and also provides for a 
census of distribution. The bill as originally drafted provided 
for taking the census of agriculture in November, 1929, and the 
census of population in April, 1930; but the Committee amended 
the bill so that the census of agriculture and of population would 
both be taken as of May first, 1930. The Committee stated that 
the bill should be passed at this session in order to give the di- 


q 
\ 
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rector of the census time in which to make adequate prepara- 
tions. 


Postal rates.—The Senate on May 2 passed the bill (H. R. 
12030) revising postal rates downward, and the bill now goes 
to conference. Amendments made by the Senate provide for a 
return to the 1920 rate on second-class mail, instead of to the 
1921 rates, further reductions than provided in the House bill 
on third and fourth-class matter, and the appointment of a di- 
rector of parcel post. 

Resale Price Maintenance.—The Ilouse Committee on In- 
terstate and Foreign Commerce has favorably reported the 
Kelly resale price bill (H. R. 11), with certain amendments. 
The bill would permit the vendor to sell trademarked or branded 
articles under agreement that the vendee will not resell except 
at stipulated prices, and would provide that any dealer to whom 
the vendee may resell will not in turn resell except at stipulated 
prices. 

The rights of the vendee are protected by provisions that 
any such contract shall contain implied conditions that permit 
the vendee (1) to resell the goods, without reference to the 
agreement, either in closing out his stock for the purpose of dis- 
continuing the sale of such commodity; or (2) of disposing of 
a surplus seasonal stock; or (3) with prominent notice that the 
commodity is damaged; or (4) by a receiver or trustee or other 
officer acting under order of the court. ’ 


Standards for hampers.—When the bill (S. 2148) prescrib- 
ing standards for hampers, etc., was reached on the Senate 
consent calendar on April 30, consideration of the measure went 
over on objection by Senator McKellar, who stated that he had 
many letters from constituents in his state opposing the legis- 
lation. Senator McNary of the Committee on Agriculture and 
Forestry, after a short discussion of the bill, announced that at 
the next opportunity he would insist upon the bill coming be- 
fore the Senate. 


Agricultural Department's Attitude on Corn Sugar 

W. G. Campbell, Director of Regulatory Work of the De- 
partment of Agriculture, under whom the Food and Drugs Act 
and other regulatory acts are enforced, has written the follow- 
ing letter to the director of a laboratory of one of the large uni- 
versities, in response to a request for a statement of the Depart- 
ment’s attitude with reference to legislation on the subject of 
corn sugar now pending in Congress. The letter appeared in 
the Official Record for April 25. 
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“The Department, in so far as the Foods and Drugs Act is concerned, 
does not regard corn sugar as other than a wholesome food product. * * * 

“Since corn sugar is not regarded as an ‘added deleterious ingredient,’ 
and it is not unwholesome in the sense that it is unfit for food because de- 
composed in whole or in part, the pertinent portion of the act which would 
apply to its sale is that which requires the marketing of all food products 
in a manner which avoids the creation of false and misleading impressions. 
Expressed in another way, this merely means the observation of decent, 
honest practices and presumes that the consumer is entitled to some de- 
gree of consideration. Whether objection is based upon the probability of 
the use of corn sugar as an adulterant for cane sugar, or upon its use in 
the manufacture of jellies, jams, marmalades, and the like, the principle 
is the same. Where the consumer has a definite conception of the charac- 
ter and composition of certain food products, deception occurs when a sale 
is effected of an article of an entirely different composition, unless the 
label contains statements which would thoroughly acquaint the consumer 
with this change. 


“IT have no objection to the use of corn sugar as such or as an ingredi- 
ent in food products. I do object, however, to the sale, either as an un- 
mixed article or as an ingredient in food, of corn sugar, or cane sugar, or 
any other product, when the consumer expects to get something else. My 
objection to this amendment is not due to any hostility toward corn sugar. 
I do object to the scrapping of the preeminent principle of this statute, 
which requires honesty in the marketing of all foods. To suspend the ap- 
plication of the terms of this law to foods containing corn sugar is to 
legalize with respect to such articles their sale in a false and misleading 
manner. It seems to me that before fraudulent practices are legalized, a 
definite determination of the emergency which justifies that course, if it 
can be justified, should be made. 


“This legislation is advanced as a farm-relief measure. The food 
and drugs act is not a farm-relief law and amendments to it should not 
be considered on that basis. The Corn Products Refining Co. claims that 
with the passage of the amendment an outlet for not to exceed 20,000,000 
additional bushels of corn would be created. When we bear in mind that 
the average crop will be approximately three billion bushels, you can de- 
termine very readily the extent to which this measure would influence the 
price of corn on the assumption that the farmers of this county alone 
would derive full benefit from it. Such advantages, however, must be dis- 
counted by the knowledge that the Corn Products Refining Co., last year 
and in preceding years imported large quantities of Argentine corn and 
in all probability will do so in the future, whenever the price differential 
justifies it. 

“To my mind the legitimate, honest, and proper method of extending 
the use of corn sugar is to carry on a campaign of advertising, to acquaint 
the public with the uses to which the product can be put, and in this way 
create a demand for it. After it shall have become popularized the argu- 
ment now made that a declaration of its presence on the label of a food 
product which contains it as an ingredient, stigmatizes that product can 
no longer be seriously asserted. Should a practice established by popular 
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consent, resulting in the preparation of food products with corn sugar in- 
stead of with cane sugar or some other sweetening agent, develop to a 
point where the public could expect corn sugar to be present, then the de- 
ception which exists under present circumstances would not obtain. There 
is no necessity for the declaration of corn sugar as an ingredient in pre- 
pared articles of food in which corn sugar normally is used and the public 
understands that to be the case.” 


March Imports of Canned Tomato Products 


Imports of canned tomatoes in March were somewhat 
smaller than in the same month last year, while there was a de- 
cided falling-off in the imports of tomato paste. During the 
first three months of the year, 4,700,000 pounds more of canned 
tomatoes were imported than during the corresponding period 
last year, while the imports of tomato paste were 384,000 pounds 
less. The figures for the first three months of 1927 and 1928, 
as compiled by the Department of Commerce, follow: 


Canned Tomatoes Tomato Paste 
Pounds Value Pounds Value 


January 9,296,877 $494,207 1,446,927 $132,615 

February 5,489,562 $14,841 936,467 98,369 

March 4,836,870 271,830 1,287,965 121,266 
19,623,299 1,080,878 3,670,369. 

12,050,694 666,406 2,318,596 

February 7,900, 498 446,298 583,266 

March 4,349,166 243,038 384,272 


24,909,368 1,885,741 3,286,134 
Fresh Vegetable Import Trade 


Tomatoes rank first in quantity in the import trade of the 
United States in fresh vegetables, according to a review pre- 
pared by the Foodstuffs Division of the Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce. Tomato imports in 1927 amounted to 132,- 
130,325 pounds, valued at $4,544,277, having increased to this 
figure from 2,537,601 pounds in 1922. Mexico supplies 80 per 
cent of the imports and Cuba and the other West Indies the re- 
mainder. 

Imports of string beans, which come from Cuba, Mexico, 
and Bermuda, amounted to 2,410,541 pounds in 1927, about 
twice the quantity imported in 1926. Green peas come mainly 
from Mexico, small shipments only coming from Cuba and Can- 
ada. Imports remain at about 9,250,000 pounds a year. Im- 
ports of cabbage, which amounted to 14,451,361 pounds in 1926, 
dropped back to 1,764,002 pounds in 1927. The bulk of the cab- 
bage comes from the Netherlands. 

The 59,564,675 pounds of other fresh vegetables imported 
in 1927, in addition to those mentioned above, include peppers, 
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squashes, cucumbers, eggplant, and okra, largely from Cuba and 
Mexico, and beets, carrots, celery, kale, parsley, and lettuce, from 
Bermuda. Imports of fresh vegetables from Canada have in- 
creased 90 per cent over the imports of 1926. Considerable 
quantities of these vegetables are also received from the Nether- 
lands. 


The following table shows the imports during the last five 
years: 


Tomatoes Other fresh vegetables 
Pounds Value Pounds Value 


56, 8038 625 1,883,531 481195194 2,176,655 

71,07 2,441,214 44,566,508 2,126,070 

x0" 905, 2,860,924 74,149,473 3,302,061 

132,130, $25 4,544,277 73,389,085 3,345,968 


Crystals in Seafoods 

The Association has been called upon from time to time 
to investigate consumer complaints involving alleged presence of 
glass in canned seafoods. In nearly every case the investiga- 
tion has disclosed that the substance said to be glass was harm- 
less crystals of magnesium ammonium phosphate. In a num- 
ber of cases, however, it has been claimed that these crystals 
have injured the mouth or gums, and it is therefore desirable 
to prevent their formation in canned foods, so far as possible. 

While nothing definite is known regarding the conditions 
which lead to the formation of these crystals, all available evi- 
dence points to the conclusion that the formation of crystals 
large enough to be detected is due to slow cooling of the canned 
product. In canneries where cooling facilities are inadequate 
or where cans are stacked hot, the formation of large phos- 
phate crystals seems to be favored. Canners would do well to 
bear this in mind if they desire to avoid trouble from that source. 


Publications of Interest to Canners 


“Profit and loss in pruning mature apple trees’’ is the title 
of Special Bulletin No. 169 issued by the Horticultural Section 
of the Agricultural Experiment Station at East Lansing, Michi- 
gan. It is a 40-page, illustrated pamphlet, giving the results ob- 
tained incident to what was originally planned as an experiment 
to determine the return for each dollar spent in (1) fertilizing, 
and in (2) pruning, mature apple trees. 

A reprint has been issued of the paper in Plant Physiology 
for July, 1927, on “Carbohydrate transformations in carrots dur- 
ing storage.” The changes investigated comprise the loss of 
water and solids and the variations in the relative proportions 
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of sucrose, hexoses and polysaccharides. The experiments show 
that the two principal changes taking place consist in a con- 
version of sucrose into reducing sugar, the quantity of which is 
accordingly increased, and a transformation of polysaccharides 
to simple sugars. Since the flavor of carrots is determined large- 
ly by their natural content of sucrose it is evident that for 
canning or for cooking the quality of the carrots is highest im- 
mediately after they are dug. 

Bacterial canker of tomatoes, also formerly known as 
“Grand Rapids Disease,” is the subject of a four-page bulletin 
(No. 170) issued by the New York State College of Agriculture. 
Little work has been done on control measures, it is stated. 
Preliminary tests show that the disease may be carried with 
seed harvested from diseased plants. Precautions recommended 
are selection of seed from healthy plants; plowing and com- 
plete destruction of tomato refuse; rotation so that tomatoes 
are grown on the same area only once in three or four years; 
treatment of seed with corrosive sublimate 1-3000 for 5 minutes, 
followed by rinsing and drying. 


All Canned Food Users Should Know This 


In the April issue of Ladies’ Home Journal an article by 
Caroline B. King entitled “Vegetable Juices for Spring Tonics,” 
calls attention to the food value of the water in which foods are 
cooked. 


“We are so accustomed to serving only the vegetables them- 
selves,” the article states, “that very often we lose sight of the 
fact that the water in which they have been cooked and which 
we so often pour blithely down the kitchen sink really contains 
much valuable food. We open a can of asparagus or string 
beans or peas and immediately pour off the liquid, serving the 
vegetable in a white sauce, or merely with butter, and then some- 
times wonder why it lacks character. 


“The water left from cooking beets, carrots, spinach, and 
so forth, and the liquid from canned peas, beans or asparagus, 
the juice from canned tomatoes, and many other vegetables, may 
be used in various tasty healthful ways.” 


Abstracts of Canning Technology 
With this issue of the Information Letter is mailed to each 
member the Abstracts of Canning Technology, Volume 5, Nos. 
3 and 4. If for any reason members do not receive their copy, 
they should advise this office in order that another may be sent. 
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New Organization to Promote Spanish Preserving Industry 

By a royal order of March 31 Spain has established an Offi- 
cial Committee of Conserves of Fruits and Vegetables which is 
composed of representatives from existing organizations in the 
trade and which is charged with the protection, improvement, 
and development of the conserving industry in so far as the in- 
dividual associations are unable to accomplish these results. 
Membership on behalf of the individual associations is compul- 
sory. 

The Official Committee is empowered to establish offices 
of representatives in foreign markets in case participating as- 
sociations so request. For financing the operations of the Com- 
mittee, a charge of 25/100 of a peseta is to be levied for each 
hundred kilograms of conserves produced, the collection of this 
charge to be made by the customs houses with relation to ex- 
ported products and by the participating associations with re- 
gard to conserves for domestic consumption. In addition to this 
charge, funds may be acquired for the use of the Committee 
through gifts, fines, etc. 

Of the funds thus established 40 per cent will be employed 
for advertising purposes and services in foreign markets; 45 


per cent will be delivered to the participating associations to be 
used for the improvement and stimulation of production, main- 
tenance of technical offices, experimental services, etc.; the re- 
maining 15 per cent will be employed by the Committee for gen- 
eral expenses of organization and operation. 


A Worm That Could Not Turn 


An Association member recently received a letter from a 
man who stated that his wife had been made ill by finding an 
earthworm in a can of food. The complaint was referred to the 
Association for investigation. The man and his wife told a 
straightforward story and submitted the can and the “worm” 
to the investigator for examination to confirm their story. The 
“worm” was examined in the Laboratory and found to be a piece 
of vegetable fiber, which, when wet, closely resembled an earth- 
worm in color and size. 

The results in this case show that the Association’s ser- 
vice is a protection to its members not only against fake claims, 
but also against claims which, though unfounded, are made in 


good faith. 


